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Search Techniques and Tips
A good overview of Boolean operators and how they work can be found at this SUNY-Albany site:  http://library.albany.edu/internet/boolean.html

· Visit Googleguide [http://www.googleguide.com] for a detailed explanation of the many features offered by Google and how to use them.
Favorite free and inexpensive web sites for prospect research

· Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners  [http://mblc.state.ma.us/books/index.php] 
· Use your local public library card to access: 
· Marquis Who’s Who and Biography Resource Center

· Thomson Gale Databases: magazines,  newspapers, news wire services, business directories, investment reports, etc.
· Newsbank:  full text searches of the Boston Globe, Boston Herald, Worcester Telegram and Gazette.
· FindArticles [http://www.findarticles.com]
· Trade magazines, press releases, etc.

Searchsystems  [http://www.searchsystems.net]
· Links to public records databases: state, national, and some international

· Bizjournals.com [http://www.bizjournals.com]
· fulltext searching of 42 regional business publications

· Yahoo Finance  [http://finance.yahoo.com]
· Stock quotes and other details on publicly traded firms; insiders, historical quotes and charts, news links, etc.  

· Guidestar  [http://www.guidestar.org]
· Free and fee-based foundation data; 990-PFs for foundations and npos (PDF)
· Foundation Center:  [http://fdncenter.org] 
· Foundation Finder: free basic info, 990-PF link; search by name/city/state

· Foundation Directory Online: Basic ($195/year) to Professional ($1,295/year); more search fields and larger database of funders in higher levels; search by trustee, officer and donor names

· Factiva  [http:///www.factiva.com]
· Newswires, Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Washington, The Globe and Mail, Financial Times, The Economist, Forbes, Fortune, Time, Newsweek, etc.

· COST:  $69 annual fee plus $2.95 per article; searches are free
· Hoovers  [http://www.hoovers.com]
· Data on public and larger private companies, including overview, history, top officers

· COST:  $599/year for Hoovers Lite; $3,000 and up for Hoovers Pro, Pro Plus (20% discount for nonprofits) 

· TenKWizard  [http://www.10kwizard.com]
· SEC document database, easy search & download; free search feature can identify documents you need; $185/year
Other Resources

· Professional Associations:

· New England Development Research Assocation [http://www.nedra.org] (next conference, April 10-11, 2006)

· Association of Professional Researchers for Advancement (APRA) [http://aprahome.org]
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